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The "Blue Carbon Research Presentation," hosted by Ryuseki, took place at the Manko
Waterbird and Wetland Center on November 15th.

The joint research team from the University of the Ryukyus and the Okinawa Institute of
Science and Technology (OIST) reported on the current crisis facing coral reefs due to
climate change and human activities. They stressed that the conservation of the entire
ecosystem, including adjacent mangroves and seagrass beds, is vital for protecting the coral

reefs.

The lecture explained the value of mangroves' remarkable carbon sequestration capacity (blue
carbon). Mangroves not only store large amounts of carbon but also possess multifaceted

values, such as disaster prevention and the maintenance of biodiversity.

The team utilized cutting-edge technology, including satellite data, drone surveys, and
environmental DNA (eDNA), to measure Okinawa's unique mangrove forests. The research
findings demonstrated the potential for these results to contribute to a sustainable future for

Okinawa.

The joint research team appealed to the audience, stating that "it is important to prepare the
'natural habitat' where mangroves can naturally reproduce, rather than just planting seedlings,
for mangrove restoration." They called for local governments, businesses, and citizens to

advance nature restoration based on scientific knowledge.
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